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Teacher Resource Sheet
Heart of the Motor Classroom Film Experience
Recommended Grade Level: High School (Grades 9–12)
Time Required: One Class Period (~50 minutes)

Film Overview
Heart of the Motor tells the story of Wyatt Eddy, a young man whose love for a 1966 Ford truck named “Elmer” brought joy to his family and community. After Wyatt’s life was tragically cut short, his story continued through the gift of organ donation.
Through interviews, storytelling, and powerful imagery, the film explores themes of generosity, legacy, and how one generous decision can impact many lives.

Learning Objectives
After watching the film, students will be able to:
• Reflect on how personal stories influence understanding of real-world issues
• Analyze how film and media shape public awareness and attitudes
• Understand the life-saving impact of organ, eye, and tissue donation
• Participate in a research activity measuring how storytelling influences learning

Classroom Plan (50 Minutes)
1. Pre-Viewing Survey (5 minutes) https://forms.gle/1xbYbHWxEh5jhWV16
Students complete a brief survey about their knowledge of organ donation and how media shapes their understanding of important issues.
2. Film Screening (40 minutes)
Students watch Heart of the Motor.
3. Post-Viewing Survey & Discussion (5–10 minutes)  https://forms.gle/AjXz3co7B86BRQoH6 
Students complete a short reflection survey and discuss key ideas from the film.
Optional: Teachers may use the discussion guide/activity questions provided.

Student Research Participation
Students participate in a simple pre- and post-viewing survey designed to help Donate Life Kentucky Trust understand how storytelling and media influence student learning about organ donation.
This activity introduces students to how researchers:
• Collect information through surveys
• Analyze changes in knowledge or attitudes
• Use data to improve public education
Student responses are anonymous and reported only in aggregate.
Kentucky Academic Standards Alignment
This lesson supports multiple Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) and can be used in English, Health, Media, or Career & Technical Education classrooms.
English Language Arts (ELA)
SL.9–10.1 / SL.11–12.1 — Collaborative Discussion
Students participate effectively in discussions and respond to others’ ideas.
RI.9–10.7 / RI.11–12.7 — Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Students analyze how information is presented in different media formats, including film and visual storytelling.
RI.9–10.8 / RI.11–12.8 — Evaluating Arguments and Evidence
Students evaluate claims and supporting evidence presented in informational media.
W.9–10.7 / W.11–12.7 — Research to Build Knowledge
Students conduct short research activities to explore questions and analyze information.

Health Education
Students examine factors that influence personal and community health decisions, including:
• Accessing reliable health information
• Understanding how individual choices affect others
• Exploring real-world health topics such as organ donation and transplantation
Source: Kentucky Academic Standards for Health Education
https://www.education.ky.gov/curriculum/standards/kyacadstand/Documents/Kentucky_Academic_Standards_for_Health%20Education.pdf

Scientific Inquiry & Research Skills
Students participate in a simple research activity through pre- and post-viewing surveys, introducing concepts such as:
• Data collection
• Identifying patterns in results
• Understanding how research informs public education

Career & Technical Education (Health Science Pathways)
The topic aligns with Kentucky Health Science career pathway courses, where students explore healthcare issues, public health topics, and medical careers.
Source: Kentucky Department of Education – Health Science Courses
https://www.education.ky.gov/CTE/ctepa/Documents/24-25_HealthSci-Courses.pdf

Thank you for helping Kentucky students explore important topics such as generosity, community impact, and the power of storytelling through film.  $20,000 in Donate Life Scholarships are given to students & community members annually. Find the application online www.donatelifeky.org. 
Contact us with any questions or needs:
Shelley Snyder, Executive Director SSnyder@donatelifeky.org
Becky Kaelin, Director of Outreach Operations BKaelin@donatelifeky.org 
Call/text 1-502-694-3015
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